  The Cross (Lesson 2)
(Why Did Christ Die?) Matthew 27:11-26   
 
NAME: ________________

READ: Matthew 27:11-26     


1. While Pilate has Jesus in custody, he has several opportunities to let him go free. What are those occasions, and what does Pilate decide at each point? 




2. Based on what you read here, how would you describe Pilate’s character?




3. What fears does Pilate display?  




4. Pilate asks “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” (v.22). How do his attempts to avoid responsibility in Jesus’ trial parallel ways that people try to avoid submitting to Christ as Lord?




5. Pilate detects envy as the true motivation for the Jewish leaders’ hostility to Jesus (v.18). For what reasons might they be envious of Jesus?




6. When have you found the authority of Jesus in conflict with your own authority? Think especially of times when you have been called to inconvenient obedience.




7. What is Pilate trying to accomplish by his display of washing his hands (v.24)?




8. In verse 25 Matthew writes that “all the people” said to Pilate, “Let his blood be on us and our children”. What do you think made them respond so forcefully here, when it seems they were undecided about Jesus just minutes before (see v.20)?
9. Although Jesu is brought to his death by human sins, he goes to the cross voluntarily, even deliberately. In what sense has all of humanity done what the crowd did (in demanding that he be crucified) and what Pilate did (in actually) “[handing] him over to be crucified”?




10. Before we can begin to see the cross as something done for us (leading us to faith and worship), we have to see it as something done by us (leading us to repentance). How do you respond to the idea that Jesus’ crucifixion was done by as well as for humanity?




11.  How do you respond to the idea that Jesus’ crucifixion was done by you personally as well as for you personally?




12. Spend a few minutes in quiet reflection on the cross and this study. How have your ideas been challenged or confirmed about why Christ died?



The cross is an exposure of human evil, but at the same time it is a revelation of the divine purpose to overcome the human evil thus exposed. Pray for deeper understanding and gratitude for Jesus’ willingness to endure the cross for your sake.

Now or Later
Make a timeline of your own spiritual life. Using symbols, different colors, words or other indicators, show how your understanding of the cross of Christ has grown and developed and perhaps even gone through major changes at points of crisis.

Make a cross out of cardboard or wood. Have a time of prayer and confession in which you confidentially write your sins on slips of paper. Fold the papers so they cannot be read. Thumbtack them to the cross to symbolize (1) that your sins sent Jesus to the cross and (2) that he bore your sins there. Destroy the papers later so they cannot be read by others. 

As preparation for the next lesson, read about the origins of the Passover in Exodud 11 – 12.







NEXT LESSON: 
The Cross
Looking Below the Surface – READ: Mark 14:12-26
