Christian Leadership (Lesson 6)
(Moving Toward Maturity) 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
 
NAME: ________________

READ: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9     


1. What accusations does Paul make against the Christians of Corinth (vv.1-4)? 




2. How serious a problem do you think jealousy and quarreling are?


Why do you think that?



3. Begin to think more deeply about jealousy and quarreling among Christians. When Christians engage in jealousy and quarreling, what are they saying about themselves?  

About God?

About the church?




4. Focus on verses 5-9. Paul opens this section with two questions: “What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul?” Use your own words to explain Paul’s answer to these questions.




5. Take a few moments of silence to bring to mind one setting where you hope Christians will live out the unity described as “God’s fellow workers” or “God’s field” or God’s building”. (No need to mention names or settings aloud). Pray silently for these Christian brothers and sisters.




6. In verses 6-7, Paul summarizes, in the briefest possible manner, all of the events of Acts 18. What does this summary reveal about what it takes to create and sustain a church or Christian ministry?


Where and how have you seen these steps take place?


7. How does Paul’s summary in verses 6-7 address the moral failure of Christians who become jealous of one another or who quarrel with each other?




8. Do you think that there are excusable divisions between Christians? If so, give an example.


What are some inexcusable divisions between Christians?




9. How might a Christian leader draw on the principles of this passage to head off unworthy divisions?




10. Take stock of some of your own individual strengths or righteous passions. What are some ways that you could channel these strengths or interests into common efforts of your church or ministry?






One of the most encouraging statements of this passage is four words in verse 6: “God made it grow”. Pray now, asking God to do this miraculous, mysterious, maturing work in a ministry that is close to your heart.

Now or Later
The Revised English Bible translates verse 9 as, “We are fellow workers [with each other] in God’s service”. Prayerfully allow God to search your heart as you mentally scan through the names of other Christians with whom you work and serve. Ask him to dig out any hints of jealousy and quarreling that you have allowed to take root. Repent. Determine to find ways that you can blend and bend your own individuality with these people so that you become “God’s field” and “God’s building” together. 
	  






NEXT LESSON: 
Christian Leadersip
Leading in Ways that Last – READ: 1 Corinthians 3:10-23
