Christian Leadership (Lesson 1)
(Seeing Gifting in God’s Imperfect People) 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
 
NAME: ________________

READ: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9     


1. If these words were written in your own church, what would cause you to read further? 




2. Paul begins his letter to the Corinthians by describing himself as “called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God” (v.1). What difference did that make in Paul’s leadership?


Think about your own call to leadership. What difference does it make in your own leadership to remember that God was the one who called you into your role




3. As you examine the wording of this passage, what connections do you see between Paul, the church at Corinth and God?  




4. Look more carefully at Paul’s description of the church in verse 2 and his hopes expressed in verse 8. What would you expect to find in a letter that opens with these ideals?




5. What would have to happen in your own church if it were to be “blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v.8)?




6. Focus more carefully on verses 4-7. What assets were already present in the church of Corinth and what were the sources of these assets?




7. What skills, gifts, talents, interests or abilities do you see in your own church? (Consider spiritual as well as practical gifts, or the blending of these).

8. What does this collection of gifts in your church suggest about potential ministries that God may be equipping your church to do?




9. Look again at verses 2 and 9, and notice several forms of togetherness. How can these various connections strengthen the church?




10. What personal encouragement do you take from God’s character and his actions as described in verse 9?





Read aloud 1 Corinthians 1:2,9, inserting the name of your own church in verse 2. On behalf of your church, pray your thanks, confession, fears and hopes..

Now or Later
Paul spoke of the church in Corinth as called to be “sanctified”, “holy”, “blameless, these are necessary goals for all churches. Yet, as his letter later reveals, the church at Corinth had a long way to go in reaching those goals. What are some areas that your own church needs to address as you travel the road toward being sanctified, holy and blameless in God’s sight? How might you become a part of the process? 

Make notations in the areas below to guide your thinking:

My Local Church

Gifts/Skills		Mission/Purpose		       Needs			       My Role













NEXT LESSON: 
Christian Leadersip
Bringing Unity in the Midst of Division – READ: 1 Corinthians 1:10-17
