Peter: Learning to Be Like Jesus (Lesson 4)
(Learning to Believe) Matthew 16:13-25
 
NAME: ________________

READ: Matthew 16:13-25    


1. In response to Jesus’ question in verse 13, how do the disciples summarize the popular opinions about who Jesus is (v.14)? 




2. C.S. Lewis summarized the possible identity of Jesus by saying he was either “a liar, a lunatic or the Lord”. How does believing Jesus to be Lord make a difference in your life?




3. What were the two ideas about Jesus that Peter offered and how are they distinct from what had been said before (v.16)?  




4. List the various things Jesus included in his response to Simon Peter’s statement (vv.17-20).




5. Jesus addressed Peter directly as “Simon son of Jonah”. In light of Jesus’ comments about the establishment of the church (v.18), how might this connect with the story of Jonah in the Old Testament?




6. Notice Jesus’ warning in verse 20. From the context of the passage and other opinions in verse 14, why do you think Jesus gives such a warning?




7. How does your knowledge of who Jesus really is affect your work and your withness?




8. Note how Jesus begins at this point in his ministry to define ministry in different terms (v.21). Why would this come after Peter’s identification of Jesus?
9. How does Peter’s response to Jesus’ new teaching probably reflect the disciples’ feelings as a whole (v.23)? (Think about how you would have felt if you had been a disciple traveling with Jesus at the time).




10. Contrast Peter’s declarations in verses 16 and then 22. What does the difference in tone indicate about how Peter’s opinion of himself might have changed?




11. Describe the challenge Jesus presents to Peter and the other disciples (vv.23-25).




12. In your own experience, how does knowing who Jesus is and trusting Jesus become disconnected?



What would change in your life if this were a more constant and conscious consideration?






Ask God to narrow the gap between what you know about Jesus and what you truly believe about him.

Now or Later
Identify several situations (practical, ethical, political and personal) where you ask yourself, “What Would Jesus Do?” Answer each question by thinking about who Jesus is in each situation.
	  


	.





NEXT LESSON: 
Peter: Learning to Be Like Jesus
Learning to Follow – READ: Matthew 17:1-8; 19:23-30
