  New Testament Characters (Lesson 5)
(Thomas) John 14:1-7; 20:19-31   
 
NAME: ________________

READ: John 14:1-7; 20:19-31  (Disciple of Doubt)       


1. What all could the disciples know, from these words, about Christ’s future and their own (vv.1-4)? 




2. What value did Thomas’ question have for himself and the others who heard Christ’s words (vv.5-7)?




3. What difference does it make that Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life” (v.6), instead of “I know” or “I taught you the way and the truth and the life”?  




4. Which words here comfort you? Explain.




5. Jesus died (as he said he would) and was buried on Friday. John 20 records what happened on Sunday and beyond. Read John 20:19-31. What did Thomas miss by not being present with the rest of the disciples on Sunday night (vv.19-23)?




6. In view of the differences between what the other ten disciples had experienced and what Thomas experienced, how do you think Thomas and the ten differed in the way they spent their next week? 




7. How did Jesus deal with Thomas’ doubts (vv.26-29)?







8. What internal changes had to take place for Thomas to say the words of verse 28?




9. How might a period of doubt, such as Thomas experienced, have a long-term positive effect?




10. What promises about seeing and believing do you find in verses 29-31?



Which of these do you most need to make a part of your faith experience and why




11.  John 20:31 says that “by believing you may have life in his name’. How has belief in Christ’s death and resurrection given you life?







Pray, giving an honest expression of your doubts but also expressing your desire for deepened faith. If you are able to do so with honesty, open and close your prayer with Thomas’ statement of faith: “My Lord and my God”.

Now or Later
Jesus invited Thomas to touch his wounds in order to verify that he was indeed crucified, dead, and now alive again. Pick one area of Christianity that challenges your faith. In the coming days, make serious effort, through research or conversation with Christians you respect, to confront that question and find a solution that deepens your faith.







NEXT LESSON: 
New Testament Characters
New Testament Characters (Simon) – READ: Acts 8:9-25   
