Peter: Learning to Be Like Jesus (Lesson 9)
(Learning to Start Again) John 21:1-19 
 
NAME: ________________

READ: John 21:1-19     


1. After returning home to Galilee, what did Peter decide to do? 



Suggest reasons for Peter’s decision.




2. Note the similarities to when Peter was first called to be a disciple (Luke 5:1-11; Lesson 1). How is Peter’s reaction to the large catch (v.7) different from the time he fished all night and caught nothing?




3. Note Peter’s activity (v.11). How can “fish-counting” or “keeping busy” be an easy substitute for dealing directly with the Lord?  




4. How does Jesus take initiative with Peter in verses 15-20?




5. What do you think “more than these” refers to in Jesus’ first question?




6. The first two times Jesus asks Peter about his love, the text uses the Greek word agape, a word for unconditional, God-given love. Peter’s response to Jesus is recorded using phileo, a love of ardent friendship. When Jesus asks Peter a third time he uses Peter’s word, phileo, not agape. Peter replies using phileo, as before. What does the use of different words for love indicate about the relationship between Jesus and Peter?




7. From how Peter responds verbally and emotionally, what would you say Peter has learned about himself?

8. In calling Peter again into his service, Jesus accepted the disciple for who he was and for what he could offer at the time. What significance can this have for your willingness to follow Jesus and serve a disciple?




9. What did Jesus indicate about the outcome of Peter’s willingness to love and follow him (vv.18-19)? Contrast this situation with the occasion of Peter’s promise at the end of John 13 just before the denial.




10. Note how Jesus changes the word for “love” in his third question to match Peter’s. How does meeting people where they are help you to be a better friend?




11. What is one “busy” thing you can stop doing to make more time for “Being still” and getting to know the Lord better?








Being honest with God and with ourselves about everything can help keep us from dishonest habits that affect our lives, like busyness or avoidance. Take time to pray about “fish-counting” habits that get in the way of your relationship with the Lord.

Now or Later
Think about how the cost of discipleship affects your response to God’s call in your life. How can honesty with God influence your relationship with him?
	  


	.


NEXT LESSON: 
Peter: Learning to Be Like Jesus
Learning to Witness – READ: Acts 3:1-20 
