  The Cross (Lesson 1)
(The Centrality of the Cross) Isaiah 53   
 
NAME: ________________

READ: Isaiah 53     


1. What would you say is the central experience of the Servant in this passage? 




2. How does the Servant presented here compare with the person you envision when you think of Jesus Christ?




3. The writer seems to assume that the message of these words will not be believed (v.1). What would make this image of Christ unexpected and difficult to believe?  




4. How is the Servant at odds with the prevailing ideas of personal power (vv.2-3)?




5. What purposes are fulfilled by the Servant’s suffering (vv.4-6)?




6. What various words does Isaiah use to describe those who benefit from the Servant’s suffering (vv.4-6)?
 


Isaiah repeatedly uses the pronouns we, our and us (vv.2-6). How do you see yourself in this Scripture passage?




7. How does Isaiah change the sheep metaphor between verse 6 and verse 7?




8. What is unjust about the Servant’s fate?




9. The mood of Isaiah’s writing changes in verses 10-12. Question 5 looked at the purposes that were fulfilled by the suffering of the Servant. How do verse 10-12 expand on those purpose?




10. How will the Servant be vindicated at last?




11.  We cling to the work of the cross as the center of our faith. What do you think most people consider the heart of Christianity?




12. How does the cross give you comfort in times of difficulty?




13. Spend a few minutes in quiet, reflecting on the cross of Christ and this study. How has this study challenged or confirmed your opinion about the heart of Christianity



Thank Christ, the Suffering Servant, for humbling himself and bearing your sin.

Now or Later



Ask people both in and outside our church fellowship this question: “What would you say is the heart of Christianity”? Do you think it’s the cross or something similar?







NEXT LESSON: 
The Cross
Why Did Christ Die – READ: Matthew 27:11-26
