  The Cross (Lesson 3)
(Looking Below the Surface) Mark 14:12-26   
 
NAME: ________________

READ: Mark 14:12-26     


1. Jesus’ death is fast approaching. How does Jesus’ words and actions in this passage compare to the words and actions of others you’ve know when they’ve been near death? 




2. Jesus is spending his last evening on earth in quiet seclusion with his disciples. It is the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread and they meet to eat the Passover meal together. Usually it’s a celebratory occasion for the Jews recalling their release from slavery in Egypt. We can picture them around a low meal-table, reclining on cushions on the floor. Jesus announces that one of them will betray him (vv.17-21). All of them respond “Surely not I?”. Why do you think each of them even entertains the possibility that they will be the one to betray Jesus?




3. How do people still betray Jesus today?  




4. How do you think the disciples react to the startling words and actions that Jesus introduces into the Passover meal (vv.22-25)?




5. Jesus identifies the bread as “my body” (v.22). We should picture unleavened Passover matzo rather than familiar loaves of yeast bread. What is symbolic about what he does to the bread?




6. Jesus identifies the wine as “my blood of the covenant”. What is symbolic about what he does with the wine (vv.23-25)?




7. What do the disciples do with the bread and wine Jesus offers them (vv.22-23)?


8. By the time the disciples sing a traditional Passover hymn and go out into the darkness, there are only eleven of them; Judas has left. What thoughts do you think fill their minds as they follow Jesus to the Mount of Olives (v.26)?




9. Based on this Scripture passage, what purposes of God are fulfilled in the crucifixion of Christ?




10. What were your earliest ideas of the Lord’s Supper, and how have they changed over the years?




11.  The next time you take Communion, what do you think will be especially striking to you?




12. Spend a few minutes in quiet, reflecting on Jesus’ last meal with his disciples before he was crucified. How does this lesson change or reinforce your understanding of Jesus?



Praise God that nothing can hinder his purposes. Thank him for his salvation through the broken body and poured-out blood of Jesus.

Now or Later
Discuss various ways that you have seen the Lord’s Supper celebrated. Talk in positive terms about how each method affirms the purposes of God in the death of Christ.

Study 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 concerning the Lord’s Supper.







NEXT LESSON: 
The Cross
The Problem of Forgiveness – READ: Romans 2:1-11
